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Page 18, Line 5. The Words, “As theſe Symptoms,” relate 
to Pain and Inflammation, and ſhould have been expreſſed by the 
47th Aphoriſm of Hippocrates, Sect. 2, which in the Preſs hap- 
pened to be OMITTED, 


ee . * vs 
n& ow 1 1 4 * 


_- + aa 


— A 


— — —— 
* 


— —— 


\ 

: 

; 

: 

"wa a 8 

— | I — ee —UñE——̃ !h— — — 2 — — ²ĩ˙ p ů —— - 


r F 


d di 
W N , ' 
. 
* * 5 ® 
F 
" < „ 
1 * 
„„ 
. 
hes 
c 


ADVERTISEMENT T. 


'Fh E ſew following Pages are intended as a mere Teſ- 
timonial, that I can write a legible Label, and that, if a 
Patient can ſuppoſe his Diſeaſe curable by a HHell, he may 
be appriſed of a Shop that participates of that Remedy.— 
Added to theſe Effects, I wiſh them to appear as Part the 
Firſt of an Appendage to my Pele and Mortar, exhibit- 
ing ſomething like an Acquaintance with the U/e and Ap. 
propriation of Medicines, as well as their Compoſition and 
* B Sale; 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


Sale ;—that it may be, in preſcribing for my Patients a 
Credential that I know how ;—a kind of Paſſport to their Con- 
fidence.— This, in my Apprehenſion, is the Duty of every 
Apothecary; nor is it leſs a Duty to be brief in ſaying 
ſo; expoſed in a Weceſiuy to ſay ſomething, let me be as 
laconic as that Meceſſity will fufter ; I. ought not, I hope 
not, to be guilty of one redundant Iota; indeed, however 
I may be circumſtanced in other Reſpects, I have tried to 


eſcape that Imputation, which Juſtice or Slander has attached 


to Apothecaries, viz. the Imputation of Loguacity. 


Profeſſionally ſpeaking, it is an Error Loci + when the Pro- 
ductions of an Apothecary go to the Preſs ; yet, cogor ſatis, 
mine are thruſt into it by my Condition, and by the Im- 
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+ Error Loci —— dicitur hoc Vitium obtinere quando Humor ingreſſus fuerit Vaſa 
minora, in quibus naturaliter uon eſſe debet. | 
| VANSWIETEN in BOERHAAY., 
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ADVERTISEMENT. vi 


pulſes of my Duty; my Cacoerbes is ſui Generic, neither 
hereditary nor acquired, but impoſed on me by my Pro- 
feffion, as certainly, as on the Chimney Sweeper his Cancer, 
or the Painter his Diſeaſe, or on the Profeſſor of any 


other Exercitation his technical and peculiar Complaint. — 


However, ſince T muſt write a Recipe for the Preſs, let 
it be in the Chhymical Method, and contain the Virtue of 
a full Draught in a few Drops. The Galenical Method 
would be, to write by the Rood ;-—to write by the Rood, 
would be to preſcribe a Medicine + with Temerity and in 
/arge Quantities, which in the fmalleſt Doſe, and with the 
greateſt Care, can ſcarcely be ventured on with Safety.— 


On his Principle, I leave the two followin g Pages blank; 
for I could have filled them. Some Communication of 


dee every Writer of Intelligence on the medical Adminiſtration of Lead. 


the 
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the Syſtem, which incorporates the Company of Apothecaries, 
which ſubjects each Individual of it to periodical Examinations 
of his Shop, and to penal Impoſitions on the Diſcovery of 
any Medicines ſophiſticated or decayed ;-- This Matter pro- 
perly diluted had made the Pages run over; nor, perhaps, 
would it have been an impertinent Aſſertion of that bezzer 
Credit and excluſiue Preference due to thoſe Apothecaries who 


are Members of the Company.-— 


The 
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The Blank Leaf enſures to that Part of the Publication 


a Kind of negative Praiſe, an Exemption from Error ;— 
An Entreaty to thoſe Imaginations which can infuſe into it 
any Quantity of poſitive Deſeri, and 10 thoſe kind Spirits, 
which, ſharing with Nature her Abhorrence of a Vacuum, will 


ruſh into it, and fill it with Plenteouſneſs. 


.* 71 
p , @ & © * * — _ . 3 + * 4 £ * 
—27 * * \ \\ \ 5 — : S * % - =_ 
| e + % 4 
0 : 7 . a v9 4 
. a i 
N Kür Se a N 
I + * 1 — k * . - * 
* 
& a # I + - | KF 
2 = 4% 3 *. 8 « N 0 » = 
1 „ * 14 2. * 3 2 \, 4 & — « g 
— 


* 4 4 


* 


* * Iv © $3» n 5 
WY Ig 0 IO TAPS ) 


. 
* 
% 
* 
1 
„ * _ of 
* 
: + = 
N * -. o 
ad 
4 . 
I * 3 « *. 4% 
— = — ” 
%. 
- - „ 
. * 


- 
- 
- 
. * * 
2 3 
9 A 
- . . - 
* > * _ 
* 
6 . 9 
9 5 0 1 , eie 4 
\ - * 
wy \ * 4 ” _ * 89 * 


* 
. % 
* % 
„ 
\ 
* T 
— 
Iz 4 
S . * 


MEDICAL SUBJECTS. 


On Evacuation in Inflammatory Tumors. 


Tu medical Reader can eaſily imagine the Exiſtence of an In- 
flammation, without leading him through the Cauſes that may have 
occaſioned it; he will readily recur to the contracted Diameter of the 
Veſſels, or the inſpiſſated Elements of their Contents; the Preſſure on 
the Veſlels, the Denſity of the Coats, the Coheſion in the Particles 
will all come before him ; he can preſuppoſe the Influence of any or 
of all theſe Circumſtances, and will be abſorbed in his Attention to 


counteract their Effects. 


Corporeal Inactivity and Tranquility of Mind, no Animal Food, the 
Pythagorean Diet, perfectly vegetable, the uwya kim well acidulated, and 
drank plentifully, conſtitute the domeſtic Regimen; in the medical, 
before diluting Nitrous Medicines and Neutral F n Eva- 


cuation takes the lead. — 


Evacuation compriſes the Idea of Phlebotomy and purging ; com- 


mon Practice approximates the firſt, and derives a Sanction from the 
C Authority 
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Authority of Galen ;* Ubi ferreſcentis Sanguinis ineft Plenitudo, acutiſimam 
eccendens Febrim, ſubitò ac ſimul evacuare expedit, eamque inanire tentan- 
dum, vel ad Animi Deliquium «/que, Virium modo inſpetto Robore; and from 
the Conſent of all Obſervation it is known, that to derive any poſſible, 
or at leaſt, any material Advantage from the Bleeding, it is the fine 
qua non of it, that the Evacuation be both large and ſudden ; for if on- 
ly « ſmall Quantity of Blood be taken away, the general Maſs will not 
be ſufficiently leflened ; and if it be not done ſuddenly the Force of 
the Heart, preſſing upon the Blood behind, will not be weakened to 
the Degree required. 


5 * when ĩt is conſi dered, that the Fever and Plenitude may be both 
ſymptomatic, merely the Conſequence, not the Cauſe of the Diſor- 
der, and may prevail without any previous idiopathic Diſpoſition to 
them, does it not occur, that ſo ſudden and coprous Evacuation as to in- 
duce Inanition and Deliquium, ſhould be, and zs, very limited in its Prac- 
tice ? That in the moſt athletic Habits only, it can be free from Ha- 
zard; in Conſtitutions not ſo robuſt-it muſt be attended with ſome, if 
not a great Degree of Danger, and that in weaker Temperaments the 
Probability of the Event muſt border on Fatality ? And though in In- 
flammations of the Menonges of the Brain, of the Pleura, of the Peri- 
zoneum and other violent membranous Affections, on the Authority of 
HyppocratesF and Experience, ſuch violent Remedies may be proper, yet 
in leſs urgent Caſes they muſt be entirely the reverſe, and not vindicable 
on any Principle of H manity or Intelligence. And to venture my Idea, 
I ſhould fay, that the © Yirimm inſpecto Robore “ amounts to a Proſcrip- 
tion of the free and indiſcriminate Uſe of the Lancet; and that one briſk 
Cathartic, with le Danger to the Patient, and more ęfectually relieves 
inflammatory Tumors than repeated Bleed; :gs , | 


— 


—ͤ 


* De Curanda Ratione per Venæ Sectionem. Tom. x. Cap. 12. 
+ Eg & Ta eie vevijuala, al teu bipanyai tg axpicuny, Nac. Aphoriſm. 6, 


On 
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On Reſolvent Applications. 


Th E local Aſſiſtances derived from Art to the Relief of inflamma- 
tory Tumors, are reducible to the general Idea of Re/olvents ; another - 
Set of Medicines have been added under the Notion of Repellents ; a Diſ- 
tinction that ſeems to conſiſt in Term alone, without any Difference in 
Efeft ; for as it is impoſſible to move either backwards or forwards a 
tenacious and obſtructed Maſs, while it ſtill remains a Maſs entire and 
unattenuated, ſo, when the Concretion is diflolved, and its Parts redu- 
ced to their Fluidity, no repellent Aſſiſtance will be wanting to reſtore 
the Circulation, but that derivable from the Action of the Veſſels. 


: a 

To attenuate the Humors, to relax and moderately ſtimulate the Coats 

of the Veſſels, conſtitute the With of external Endeavor. Water ſtrong- 

ly impregnated with Sa! Ammoniac is, perhaps, the beſt of all Refol- 

vents, fulfilling every Indication with the greateſt Power and moſt poſ- 

fible Certainty, if applied with its proper Degree of Heat ; this ſhould 
neither exceed, nor abate of, the healthy animal Standard. 


Ultra citraque nequit confiftere Rectum. 


If it is too cola, it will inſtead of relaxing, conſtringe the Veſſels; if 
it is too Hot, it not only ceaſes to attenuate, but diſpoſes the Fluids to 
unavoidable Er and, perhaps, irreſolvably endangers thoſe al- 


ready cohered. 


Be the reſolvent Application what it may, it is moſt commodiouſly 
exhibited in the Form of Fomentation, Vapour, or Cataplaſm: Oint- 


ments and Plaſters are unqueſtionably wrong: Common Practice will, 
I know, 
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I know, countenance their Uſe, but can by no Means juſtify it; ſince 
in theſe Forms the Properties of the Application are introduced with 
leſs Expedition, the unctuous Particles ſatiating the cutaneous Pores, 
the Abſorption is retarded, and when effected, may probably be uſeleſs, 
having its Activity ſuffocated, or at leaſt clogged, with an heterogene- 


ous Vehicle, incapable of Aſſimulation with the Fluids. 


— * 


Suppuration. 
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Suppuration. 


' \ HEN the Means juſt deſcribed are either from Neglect, or In- 
ſufficiency unſucceſsful, and the Obſtruction cannot be reſolved, Na- 
ture diſcharges herſelf of it, the vital Power removes it from the ſound 
permeable Part of the Veſſels; from the Effuſion of their Contents, and 
the Diſſolution of the detached Obſtruction, what is called Pus, is 


To aſſiſt this Indication of Nature, Attention both to the Part af- 
feted and the general Health, is required of Att. If the Vis Vite is 
exceſſively powerful, the Patient will want Evacuation and Reduction; 
if in the vital Principle a contrary Tendency prevails, neceſſary will be 
Refection and Support. Any of the milder Aperients, a reſtrained 
fluid“ Diet and neutral Febrifuges, will diſcharge the i Intention; a 
greater Latitude in a well- ordered Living, a light eaſy digeſtible and 
nouriſhing Diet, with the Bark, will as ſufficiently coincide with the 


ſecond. 
If the Circulation is very languid, and the impoſthumating Diſpoſi- 


tion very backward and inert, I ſhould conjecture, that ſmall Bleedings 


would encreaſe the arterial Vibrations ; would accelerate the Circulation, 
and raifing the Fluids to the digeſtible Standard, would promote the 


* Aphoriſm, i6. Hippocrates, 


Suppuration 


| 
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Suppuration of a Tumor. If this Idea is admiſſible, it gives Birth to 


another; and on the fame Principle topical Bleeding muſt be rational, 


that is, at leaſt the Opening of a Veſſel adjoining to the Tumor, muſt 
operate with more Energy.and Expedition. 


As theſe Symptoms require mere Warmth and Relaxation, a ſoft 
Poultice of white Bread and Milk will be the beſt Application. When 
the Pain and Tenſion are abated, the Application may be changed to 
ſomething of more Activity: Among the Remedies of this Character, 


perhaps the Pulp of dried Figs will be ever found the moſt effectual. 


The Truth of this Poſition derives ſufficient Sanction from its Origina- 
tion: When the Prayer. of Hezekiah,* (who was fick unto Death) 
was heard by the Lord, and He had ſeen his Tears and conſented to 
heal him, Iſaiah faid (may we not ſuppoſe by the Lord's Order or In- 
ſpiration ?) Take a Lump of Figs ;—and they took and laid it on the Bail, 
and he recovered: Calum quid quæremus ultra? The Boil of Hezekiah be- 
ing an Abſceſs4, the critical Metaſtaſis of a Fever, to haſten the Sup- 


* puration of the 'Tumor was to haſten the Termination of the Diſeaſe, 


and of Courſe, the Recovery from it. 


* Second Bock of Kings, n xx. 
＋ Doctor Mead. 


Maturation, 
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Maturation, and Thoughts on the Mode of opening the 
Tumor per ſe. 


| Wi EN, by the Combinations of Nature and Art, the Matter is 
perfectly maturated, it is diſcovered by a Remiſſion of all the preceding 
Symptoms; the Patient feels the Hardneſs, the Reſiſtance, the a awrts 
with little Severity, or totally abated; the red Colour of the Part 
changes to a white or livid Appearance. Celſus ſays, Melius gft, et 
quod quamvis rubet, Coloris tamen in album mutati gt; in Oppoſiti- 
on to the Sublividum, obſerved by him in the ſucceeding Part of the 
ſame Chapter. 


The Preference thus given to one Appearance implies an Inferiority 
in the other; a Diſtinction in Ee, which really does not exiſt. Both 
the Changes of Surface proceed from the Preſſure of ſubjacent Pas, 
modified in Appearance, probably from different Degrees of Denſity in 
the Skin; in the thinner Integuments the Cuticle and the Veſſels are er- 
tenuated ; in the thicker, as the fame Extenuation cannot take Place, the 
Veſſels are only compreſſed, the Circulation is impeded, the Skin be- 
comes Iivid, becomes gangrenous. 


If beſides this Circumſtance, the Tumor is uniformly ſoft, and the 
Fluctuation ſenſible to the Fingers of an Examiner, there cannot be a 
Doubt of the Maturation being obtained; it will remain to conſider the 
Mode of its Evacuation, 


The 
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The Propriety of leaving the Tumor to break ſpontaneouſly, has 
been much agitated ; - 1n the Idea, that when the Pus is completely 
formed, by the Law of Matter and Motion it will gravitate to the moſt 
depending Part, and there for itſelf open a convenient Vent, ſpontaneous 
Aperſion, was, I ſuppoſe, ſupported ; but muſt ceaſe to be fo, when it 
is conſidered, that theſe Expectations may be, by accidental Circum- 
ſtances perverted ; that from the mere Poſlibility of Pofture alone, the 
Part which ſhould be, and is naturally, the moſt depending, will no 
longer be fo, and that the Opening then made, may be in the Part, of 
all, the-moſt improper ; that from the ſingle Circumſtance of Denſity 
of Skin, the whole Intention may be at once defeated, and that it may 
be impoſſible for the Matter to obtain for itſelf an Aperture; and that 
for Want of it, the Pus being too long confined, may deſcend in F/- 
iulæ through the Cellular Membrane, or contracting an acrimonious 
or putrid Taint, may be received by the Abſorbents, and bronlmitted 

| e the Royntine of the Circulation. | 


Fins 


A moderate Acquaintance with the Economy of animal Fun&ions 
confeſs both the Probability of this Conſequence, and its various Fata- 
I ity; Examples i in Proof could be brought out of Number; one may be 
ſufficient : In the laſt Stage of the Small Pox, how neceflary is it to 
; promote the ſeveral Secretions, leaſt the Matter ſhould be abforbed ? 

How frequent is it for theſe; Attempts to be baffled, and Fevers to be 
excited? And though Galen relates the Caſe of a Thoracic Abſceſs, ac- 
compamed with Stertar and obſtructed Reſpiration being carried off by 
Stool; and from Fabricius ab Aqua pendente, we have another, in which 
- the Operation of the Paracenteſis was anticipated, the Patient diſcharg- 


Fe * . ing a copious Quantity of Blood by Urine, by which the Symptoms 


were relieved ; and other Authors of very faithful Credit affure us of 
| the 
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the moſt formidable Suppurations being evacuated with the natural 
and excrementitious Diſcharges; yet the comparative Paucity of 
theſe Examples, and the Mode of their Recital, prove them to be 
the uncommon Operations of improbable Chance; the Frceptions, 
not the Rules of practical Expectation; “ and it is no more proper 
* to regulate our Conduct by ſuch Inſtances, than to leap a Pre- 
* cipice, becauſe ſome have fallen from it and eſcaped with Life.“ 


If a poſſible Inability of effecting any Diſcharge, and a very pro- 
bable Expectation of its being ill- placed, attend the natural Aperſion 
of Abſceſſes; and, if to obviate both theſe Inconveniences; to pro- 
cure a 7/me/y Diſcharge, and with Preciſion to aſcertain the beft Situ- 
ation belong to the Artificial, its Superiority muſt be admitted. 


The Opening per ſe may be, if neceſſary, oppoſed by another Ob- 
jection ; it is ever attended with a /arger Scar than the Cicatrix of an 


Opening made by Inciſion; an Objection, in Parts where a Scar 
would be a Deformity, of no ſmall Force. 


For and againſt this Poſition there are two Opinions, each from 
great Authority: I will quote them both. The one is, Satis eff Ca- 
taplaſmatibus efficere, ut per ſe Pus eperiatur; nam fere fine Cicatrice po- 
teft is Locus eſſe, quæ expertus Ferrum non eff. The other ſays, That 
4% ag a Wound by a Knife leaves a leſs diſagreeable Scar than that 
„following the Burſting of the Skin, one being a ſimple Diufſion, the 
„ other a Loſs of Subſtance, it is always beſt to anticipate the Burſt- 
« ing by making an Opening as ſoon as the Integuments are in a 
„State to threaten it.“ 


Extending 
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. Extending to a general Acceptation this Remark, which is ab- 
ſtrated, and applying (as perhaps we rationally may) this Truth on 
the Fiftula lachrymalis, to the Treatment of every Collection of Mat- 
ter, the firſt Opinien muſt fall to the Ground: The firſt Paſlage is 
taken from Celſus, the ſecond we receive from Mr. Pott: Great as 
the firſt Opinion is, a Decree of it may be repealed by Authority of 
the ſecond; | | 


As, ——————— 8 Voce Metelli 
Serventur Leges, malint d Cæſare tolli. 


48 


Artificial 
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Artificial Apenſion. 


Th E potential Cautery and Inciſion are the Modes by which an 
Opening 1s made by Art, except in ſome particular Caſes; as in the 
Venereal Bubo, or whenever a Gland is to be deſtroyed, the Uſe of 
the Cautery 1s ſeldom preferred : When the Tumor is ſeated in a 
Part on which a Scar would be a Deformity, it is generally proſcri- 
bed, and the Opening is directed to be made by Incifion, and that as 
ſmall as the Circumſtances of the Caſe will admit. That this Open- 
ing may be made with the leaſt poſſible Pain to the Patient, it has 
been recommended * to mix ſuch Subſtances as can, by their Appli- 
cation, extenuate the Integuments, and, in Degree at leaſt, produce 
a Deprivation of their Senſe. If theſe Intentions are really in the 
Reach of any Compoſition, I know not one of more Promiſe than 
Opium and Sope, which for the Purpoſe may be made into a Paſte. 


By the Addition of Opium+ to the Cauſtic, and by the Exhibiti- 
on of a Pill containing half, or a whole Grain of the Extrafium The- 
baicum before the Application, the Pain of it may be much abated, 
if not entirely removed. In this Manner I have opened ſeveral Ve- 
nereal Bubos, ſome with little Pain; ſome almoſt without Solici- 


* By Boerhaave. 
+ The Idea of mixing Opium with the Cauſtic originates with Mr. Elſe. 


tude _ 


ö 
| 
| 
| 


1 F 


—— 


24 TRACTS on MEDICAL SUBJECTS. 


tude. During the Application of the Cauſtic, the Pulſe in the moſt 
Irritable Habit was not much raiſed; and in Habits of common Ir- 
ritability, the Pulſe exatnined by the Stop-Watch, betrayed ſcarce 
any Acceleration. 


To take a Leap from a very formidable Degree of abſolute Pain, 
to a Privation of it, is, perhaps, to accompliſh the Laws of Surgi- 
cal Poſſibility, which, in their Nature nor require, nor admit of 
more than the firſt Degree of Happineſs, the Exemption from painſul 
Senſations. As far as the Via ſurgica lies in the Venereal Route, it 
would not, if it could be done, be morally prudent to make it “ a 
«© Way of Pleaſantneſs; ;“ nor farther is it Medically* dutiful than to 
ä it to the Path of Peace. 


* Aſclepiades dicit, Oficium Medici eſſe ut jucundt curet. 
| CELSVs. 


It has 
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It has been my ill Fortune to have quoted one or two good old 
Authors, where their Obſervations appear to have been wrong : I 
have not, without Violence, prevailed on myſelf to ſay fo; appre- 
henſive, that the Errors of great Authority and predominant Excel- 
| lence, might not only eſcape Cenſure, but receive Adoption. 


The Paſſages I have ventured to think erroneous were not wan- 
tonly ranſacked in Pretenſion to Acuteneſs; they naturally aroſe from 
the Subject in Queſtion. In this moſt diffident Oppoſition of Opi- 
nion I tremble at my own Inferiority, but I ſtrive not by adventiti- 
ous Poſture to conceal it ; nor do I with to lower their Height by 
making them ſtoop, nor to raiſe my own by ſtanding on Tip-toe. 
Let. me do Juſtice to my Sentiments, and confeſs, that they never 
regard theſe Fathers of the Science, but with that grateful Reve- 
rence due to great Parts, and the uſeful Application of them; and, 
called off, as I may have been, by a Lapſe of their Judgment, or an 
Eſcape of their Attention, I have ſtill had internal Reference to their 
noble Effuſions of Learning, Skill, and Ingenuity. The Mind can- 
not loſe Sight of the Lumen of a Planet, though the Eye may be di- 
verted by the Irregularities of its Motion. 
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Quere on the Gonorrhea. 


Tn E Venereal Diſeaſe and Empiriciſm ſeem to touch at all 
Points, and to feel an entire Coheſion; under Influence magnetically 
certain this Diſorder is the North to which Quackery invariably 


points. 


Perhaps the only poſſible Apology for the many miſerable Repeti- 
tions on the Complaint, may be derivable from their producing an 
Accquaintance with its Conſequences; and naſſe omnia hec Salus eft 
Adoleſcentulis ! However the ſubject is, even in this Regard fo trite, 
and to a Symptom ſo nearly exhauſted, that any farther Diſquiſition 
of it, would be the Analyſis of a Caput mortuum. The Judgment 
and Sagacity on the Subject will be their own Hiſtorians ; the Far- 
rago of Quackery and Dulneſs may be left to its own Mortality. 
The Reader will be detained but a little. 


There have been two Opinions on the Nature of the Gonor- 


rhea; the one is, that the Venereal Yirus cauſes an Excoriation, 
which (ſooner or later, according to the Degree of Malignance in the 


Diſeaſe) degenerates into an Ulcer, diſcharging true Pus, or a Matter 
more or leſs partaking of its Properties. 


The other Belief is, that the Membrane of the Urethra ſuffers 


neither rer nor Excoriation ; that the Diſcharge is not purulent, but 
merely 


23 TRACTS MEDICAL SUBJECTS. 


merely the Mucus from the Lacune, by Inflammation and Irritation 
encreaſed in Quantity, and altered in Colour. 


| That the latter Idea is excluſively true, a Recollection of fimilar 
Diſcharges, as in the Tengſinus, the common Cold, the pulmonary 
Pthifis, give the ſtrongeſt analogical Evidence ; theſe Diſcharges are 
as apparently purulent as the Gonorrhea, yet are merely mucal ; and 
a poſitive Proof, that the Diſcharge in that Complaint is mucal allo, 
is deducible from the Examination of the Urethra after Death. In a 
Diſeaſe ſeldom connected with Death, and never the Cauſe of it, 
Opportunities of this Examination are very infrequent ; however, it 
lately happened to me, and I received all the Conviction ſuch Ex- 
amination could afford me : Attending a Man in a very virulent Go- 
norrhea, while the Running was profuſe, and before the inflamma- 
tory Symptoms were removed, the Patient was attacked with a very 
ardent Fever ; the Progreſs was irrefiſtibly rapid, and the Man died 
before the End of the fourth Day. After Death, on opening the 
Urethra, its Membrane was entirely free from Ulcer and Excoriati- 
on; but the Lacunæ, and particularly the Margin of the largeſt, ap- 
peared much inflamed and uniformly enlarged ; on Preſſure, much 
diſcoloured Mucus was obtained from the Cavities of the Lacune. 


As far as this ſingle Inſtance may be allowed to operate, the Diſ- 
charge is demonſtrably derivable from Irritation: In this Idea, muſt 
not the vitriolic, the aluminous, and all reſtringent Injections be very 
erroneous? May they not be ſubverſive of the Intentions they are 
"imagined to promote; and, in Fact, encreaſe the Irritation? Muſt 
not the relaxing Plan be more appoſite ? May not the topical warm 
Bath, its anodyne Quality being artificially encreaſed with ſtrong 

. opiate 
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opiate Impregnation, be very ſerviceable ? Nay, if the Propriety 
of any Injection is admitted, may not Opium, with proper Combi- 
nations in this Form, be exhibited with rational Expectations of 


Advantage ? 


It had been extremely eaſy to have added to the Bulk of this Que- 
ry, and to have inflated it to the Volume of a Treatiſe; to have re- 
collected the Hiſtory of the Diſeaſe ; to have grubbed up obſolete Opi- 
nions; to have raked together the ſeveral Treatments of the ſeveral 
Symptoms; to have pitied the Ignorance of one; to have ridiculed 
the Abſurdity of another, and reprobated the Deficiencies of them 
all: To have diſplayed an oſtentatious Inſinuation of a new Mode of 
Treatment, and Self-congratulations on the Honour of diſcovering 
it, would have run through fifty or ſixty Pages; and would have 
been a moſt comprehenſive Diſplay of the common Art of writing 
on the Venereal Diſeaſe ; but, — un- ge, lu. x»! Ipecacuanha has 
kept its Credit ſince the Time of Louis Quatorze : Till it ſhall fail, 
the Catalogue of Emetics will not need Addition. | 
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A Query on Subjects relating to Offeous Matter. 


Tu E Dentiſts of Europe imagine the Health of the internal Part 
of the Teeth to be dependent on the Integrity of their Covering ; 
that fo far there is a reciprocal Dependence between the Enamel and 
the Subſtance of the Teeth, and that a Removal of the firſt, con- 


nects with it a Decay in the ſecond. 


The Teeth in this Inſtance do but reſemble the other Bones, which 
become morbid, and exfoliate on Expoſure to the external Air; the 
Enamel being analogous in its Office and Relation to its ſubjacent 
Bone, to the Perigſteum, however it may differ in non-vaſcularity, 
and conſequent Diſregard of atmoſpherical Preſſure. 


The Cuſtoms of Batavia“ may be produced, where, among other 
Treatments, equally repugnant to our Ideas of the Teeth, they make 
a horizontal Groove in them, in Depth extending far beyond the En- 
amel. The Expoſure of the Teeth from ſuch Removal of the Enamel 
1s free from morbid Conſequences, and though the Cuſtom is, in ge- 
neral, endemial Adoption, ſound Teeth are equally endemial, and it 
is extraordinary to ſee any either imperfect or decayed. 


* Dr, Hawkeſworth's Voyages. 


ö 
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As it is poſlible, that from a different Modification of the ſame 
Motive the Batavian Cuſtom may be deemed importable to England; 
and 1t may be deſirable to remove any natural Prominencies from the 
Extremities of the Teeth, though not agreeable to make artificial De- 


preſſions in the Middle of them; and as deluſive Deductions may be 


drawn from the undoubted Impunity of the Practice in that Country 
to weaken the Idea of Conſequences we with Reaſon apprehend from 
it in his; and from a falſe Eſtimate of the Facility to naturaliſe the 
Cuſtom, we may be tempted to introduce it, it may be obſerved, 
that oppoſite as the Facts are, they may and do exiſt, mutually an- 


validated by mutual Admiſſion ; the Principles of both are com- 


patible ; both reconcileable on the * of Locality, on the Con- 
Rideration of Climate. 


| Batavia is is in Latitude 6 Degrees, South ; England in 51, North: 
Admitting the undiſputed Affinity between atmoſpherical Levity and 
Heat, the Difference in the Air's Preſſure at the two Places is as wide 


as their Diſtance ; as numerically unequal as are the Numbers that 


aſcertain their Latitude. And ſince atmoſpherical Preflure very 
much, if not alone, determines the Exfoliation of a naked Bone, it 
is directly ſeen, why the Expediency of this Cuſtom is the Attri- 
bute of its Meridian; why its Innocency is incommunicable to 
its Adoption in another Climate; why the Veſſels may counter- 


balance the Preſſure of a Southern, but be inadequate to dan of a 
Northern Sky. | 


Nor can we doubt the Ability of atmoſpherical Effe& on organic 


Exiſtence in different Climates, when we ſee it, at different Seaſons, 
| in 
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in the ſame. If, during the Winter, we examine the Heart and 


Lungs of Frogs, we find their Action languid almoft to Extinction. 


Bats, and other Animals of cold Blood, at the ſame Seaſon exhibit 
the ſame Phenomenon; living torpid and deſtitute of oſtenſible Ani- 
mality. When Crayfiſh and Lobſters have been deprived of their 
Legs, much Difference has in Summer or Winter been obſerved in 
their Reproduction; and in the human Frame the Granulation of 
Fleſh in Wounds, the Formation of Callus, the Tendencies to Ex- 
foliation and to avoid it, ſenſibly varying in different Seaſons, all diſ- 
play the Influence of Atmoſphere in the periodical Varieties each 
Change of Seaſon produces; in the Quanffties of organiſed Juices, 
and in the Vigour of their circulatory Motions, 


It is certain, that the Air communicates its own Degree of Heat 
or Cold to the Bodies it ſurrounds and penetrates ;, that there is the 
greateſt Affinity between atmoſpherical Levity and Heat, and that 
the Air ponderates with every Augmentation of Cold; that cold Air 
applied to our Economy, contracts the Volume of the Juices, and 
will diſpoſe them to Stagnation; that Heat will rarify“ the Fluids, 
and accelerate their Motion. Hence, in thoſe Conſtitutions and thoſe 


— 


* That Fluids dilate with Heat is commenſurable by Spirituous Liquors, nay, by a 
groſſer Fluid, by Mercury; on which Principle the Thermometer is conſtructed. 


Parts 


— 
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Parts of the animal Frame in which the Juices are poor, the Veſſel; 
ſmall, and the Circulation inert, Heat is ſerviceable and Cold perni- 
cious; hence, a denuded Bone exhibits different Diſpoſitions to a Re- 
covery in different Periods of Life, and at different Seaſons in the 
ſame Period ; hence, in Winter and Old Age the Cure is generally 
protracted by unavoidable Exfoliation; hence, in Youth and Sum- 


mer the Cure is frequently obtainable without it; hence, the Truth 


of the Caan Doctrine; hence, Exfoliation is not the neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of the Bone being bare: The Solidity of its Surface, the Size 
of the Veſſels, and the Impulſe of the Blood through them, muſt 
principally determine it; and hence, may not the occaſional Appli- 
cation of Cupping-glafſes to a denuded Bone be rational, be ſervice- 
able? Will it not encreaſe the Impulſe of the Blood? Will if not 
dilate the Size of the Veſſels? Will it not counterbalance, will it 
not intercept the Preſſure of the external Air? Will it not promote 
the Generation of the granulating Fleſh ? Will it not prevent the 


ſmalleſt Exfoliation ? 


- + 74 ur we dag rf tes ea v ee. tac ap- 76 Js 
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On the Practice of Iſſues. 


IN ill-conditioned Conſtitutions, in every Foulneſs of the Habit, 


in the Variety of Complaints conſequential to putrid Acrimony and 
morbid Plenitude, the Iſſue, in one Stage or other of the Diſeaſe, is 


generally recurred to. As the Propriety of this Recurrence com- 
monly juſtifies itſelf in the Event, by a Quantity of Effect exten- 


ſively beneficial, the Adminiſtration of this Effect, and the Circum- 
ſtances of its Source cannot be with too much Guard attempted to 


be explained. 


5 


By an untenable Aſſignation of firſt Principles, the Security of 


their Deductions may be put in Hazard; and the Mind, unconvincet 


by the Explication of the Cauſe, will be too apt to doubt the Credi- 
_ bility of the Con/:quence. Under the Influence of this Poſition, and 
recolleing. the Advantages the healing Art obtains from the Opera- 
tion before us, it will be the Indulgence of rational Curioſity, if not 
the Proſecution of profitable Speculation, to trace thoſe Advantages 
ab Origine, and conſider from whence they may be derived. | 


The Cautery of paſt Times agreed with the Iſſue of the preſent ; 
with us, indeed, the Operation is performed with the Knife, or with 
the potential Cautery ; while, with them, the actual Cautery was 
very often the Agent. The ancient Practice might alſo differ from the 


modern, in the more frequent Repetition of the Operation on the 
ſame 
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fame Subject, and at the ſame Time; and I believe the later Times 
cannot furniſh a Ccunterpart to Oetius, who directed fourteen Iſſues 
in the Caſe of an inveterate Aſthma. However, in the Views of the 
Remedy, in the Point from which they were taken, and the Organs 
on which they were impreſſed, there appears to be a very near 
Agreement. Then, as now, prevailed an experimental Acquaintance 
with the Latitude of its Ability; then, as now, was made the ſame 
ſuppoſitious Aſſurance of the Origination of its Caufe ; then, as now, 
artificial Ulcers were ſeen to correct the foul, and exonerate the full 
Habit; then, as now, theſe Effects were imputed to the Diſcharge; 
then, as now, every Obſerver would fay with Hippocrates and Celſus, 
that « the Ulcers ſhould not be healed, but ſuffered to run, till the 
Humour was ſpent, and the Diſeaſe removed.” Better Underſtandings 
may draw more from this Poſition than mine can; I muſt confeſs, it 
does not flaſh Conviction upon me; and I think — hike the 
ROWE might be aſked : 


Is not the Cellular Membrane the Seat of an Iflue ? 


| Is not this Membrane furniſhed with Nerves, the ſymphatic and 
| vaſcular ſyſtem, as are other Parts of the Body ? 


| This © RIS is pervious and communicative throughout: But 
wiſhing to reſt any Imputability of Advantage on that Circumſtance, 
can we ſuppoſe it the Reſervorr of any Diſeaſe, containing in its Cell 

the Depoſition of the Habit, as it does the Axunge of a Sound, or the 
Tchor of an angſarcous Habit? Then how can an Aperture in it 4% 
charge any Diſeaſe ? Muſt we (again reſiſting the Rules of Rationality) 


| ſuppoſe an elective Power i in the Veſſels of Secretion; an Ability to 
analyſe | 
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analyſe the circulating Humours ; to diſcriminate the noxia and in- 
noxia, and ſeparating the component Parts, to tranſmit the good, and 
intercept the bad? Is there in the Veſſels ſuch an Aptitude? If there 
was, would it not operate d priori in the firſt Inſtance, and prevent 
the Introduction of any noxious Subſtances into the Habit? Do we 
not perceive the contrary of this in the Communication of Diſeaſe, and 
in the Adminiſtration of Remedies ? Would Nature admit Diſeaſe 
and Death with Particles of Lead, or could ſhe admit Life and 
Health with Mercury and Iron? Are not theſe Gradations the Steps 
of Nature; a Solution, of Continuity, Inflammation, and Pus? Is. 
not an Iſſue a Solution of Continuity, with an Inflammation perpe- 
tuated by the Inſertion of the Pea ; and what can be diſcharged but 
true Pus generated in the Part only ? For if the Diſcharge proceeded 
from the Habit, would it not iflue gud data Porta? And the Ulcer 
preſerve its Aperſion ſpontaneouſly, without the conſtant Provocation 
of a foreign Body ? | 


On a Review of theſe Queſtions they appear importunate; if they 
are reaſonable their Solicitations muſt be complied with, and it muſt 
be concluded, that the Diſcharge from the Iſſue is definitely local and 
ſpecifically purulent ; incapable to be the Cauſe of that imputable Good, 
which from Iſſues is often derived to the Habit. With what Source 
that Relief originates ; by what Modus agendi it is elaborated, and by 
what Modification it is adminiſtered to the animal Frame, I cannot 
determine: May it be, that the Exertion provoked by the Inflam- 
mation for its Support, and demanded to ſupply à Continuity of Pus, 
in the Expenditure on a Part of the Body more of the Vis Vitæ than 
falls to its Proportion, may induce a general Languor, in Contraſt to 


this focal Vigour? May it be, that the abſorbing Syſtem admitting 
| F the 


1 2 * 
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the external Air with more Freedom, and 1 in Ones Jarger . than 
uſual, .may communicate | ſome... Stimulus « or other Property, to the 
Circulation? Does Analogy, confirm | this Propaſitipny, And j is ĩt true, . 
that Velicatories (which, by the bye, are often ſucceſsful Subſtitutes, 
of Ifſues) Isi it trpe, I aſk, that  Veſicatories operate not fo much fr rom. 


their r Diſcharge, as. from wy C ance into thre Habit of ſame 1, 
tion ol their Fo . heir Kod. of Addion on the, Cuticle being, 


| but the Inder of their Effect, not, the. Effect itſelf? ? But 1 know, not, 


I pretend not to decide ; every Idea comes in a queſtzonable Shape, , 


| not as Rules of Conduct, but merely as as Hints to the Judgment. 


Nor, humble as they are, may they be incapable of that; a. filly Di- 
verſion once pointed to a ſerious Diſcovery: The great Doctrine of 
Sir Iſaac Newton, that the Colours of a Bgdy depended on the Den- 
fity of its Surface, was raiſed on the Bubbles of Sope and Water 


* 


Bodies with 3 or * * 83 of Pus often die her- 
tic, after Operations, « or in contuſed Wounds, from Delay of the Ope- 
cg or in a chronic Ulcer. If in ſome. Reſpects the Iſſue agrees 
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* That the Cantbafide, dre received by the Abſorbenta, and tranſmitted through 
the Routine of the Circulation, is decided by the Strangury, which is the common, 
the almoſt conſtant Accompaniment of a long continued Bliſter. Except on the Prin- 


di;le bafore ſuppoſed, the Introduction of ſomething to the Circulation, how are we to 
| account for the Fontanelle being immediate in its Effects? And why ſhall an Oph-- 


thalmy, which has reſiſted every other Mode of Treatment, have yielded to this Ope- 
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with the Ulcer, it may be alſo ſubje& to the ſame Viciſſitudes ; and 
like it, may ndt its Diſcharge, departing from the Properties of 
bland and mild, degenerate into the acrimonious and the putrid ? 
May it not, in this Condition, be received by the Lymphatics; ang, 
reverſing the Confequences it was wiſhed to produce, may it not 
load the Habit it was intended to relieve, and deteriorate that it was 
propoſed to amend ? Should, therefore, the lymphatic Veflels in the 
Track of an Iflue be enlarged, it ſhould be regarded as the Intro- 
duction of the Diſcharge of Pus into the Habit; and with the ſame 
Alacrity as the Syſtem would try to'extricate itſelf. from the Rudi- 
ment of an Hectic, premittendis premiſſis, I believe that Iſſue ſhould 
be cloſed. 
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